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We exist to connect people to GOD, OTHERS, and the WORLD  

GET 
 

Though Nancy Duckworth had been on mission 

trips before, when the mission trip to Russia was 

announced, she didnõt immediately jump at the op-

portunity to go.  Nancy thought the other trips 

were enlightening and drew her closer to God, but 

she had some strong reservations this time.  Plus 

she felt guilty by the fact that she serves on the 

mission team.  

 

As she contemplated the pros and cons, Nancy was 

always able to come up with a òYes, but . . .ó  It be-

came an on -going argument in her head.  Going 

with members of other WV churches on this trip, 

the emphasis was to facilitate peacemaking semi-

nars with three of the Russian churches.  She was-

nõt sure how she would fit into that agenda.  Her 

focus was our partnership with the girlsõ prison 

which  would include a visit with the prisoners, find 

out their needs, and give them the residual money which was collected from SPBC.   She wanted 

to better understand the connection with the girlsõ prison in Russia and SPBC and contrast it with 

the prison ministry here in WV.  She methodically weighed her decision.  

 

òI wasnõt open to this trip to Russia because of the dark history of that country.  I vacillated back 

and forth if I was going or not.ó  Nancy found the history intimidating.  òBut I also had a strong 

desire to identify what connected our church to this mission.ó   Having recently retired, the finan-

cial impact to their budget was also a consideration.  As she prayed about it, she often recalled 

Christõs command to ògo into the world.ó 

 

While talking to her husband, Gary, they talked about all the changes in Russia today.  She had 

been operating with some old information, and he helped to update her perception of Russia.  

Then they addressed the money and decided it should not be a hindrance.  Garyõs supportive atti-

tude influenced her decision for sure.  Her friends and family were all so encouraging.  

 

For Nancy the hurdles were cleared, it just became a matter of her committing to the choice to 

go.  As Pastor Ed said in his sermon The King of the Kingdom, òõThy will be doneõ is not a passive 

statement.   It is a pledge to act.  When we donõt know what Godõs will is, just do the part that we 

know is right.ó 

 

The deadline for the money came, and Nancy knew it was right to go on the trip.  The money was 

there every time it was needed.  Continuing to pray in preparation, so many details worked out 

easily.  òThis desire to connect others, to God, and to go out into the world was not guilt based, 

rather I was at peace.  Once I received clarity that this was what I should do, there was no turning 

back in my mind.ó 

 

And Nancy found the exact right time for her contribution on the trip.  Some things didnõt exactly 

work out on the trip as had been planned, as you will learn when Nancy and Gloria Busch share 

on May 27 in the evening worship time.  However, Nancy knows she connected to God, others 

and the world in a life changing way during her time in Russia.  

Nancy Duckworth with Dasha,  

a Russian church member  
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I cordially welcome you to your face and your whole church! I congratulate you on holiday! Christ 

is risen! Sending photos from the Miss Charm. The administration of the colony was very grateful 

for your financial support. They said that only through the support of the Church of the competi-

tion could take place. Thank God! We continue to visit the girls Olga. We provide training. Unfor-

tunately, not many girls now come to the Bible lessons. Please pray that they have the desire to 

listen to the Word of God. On April 22, planned evangelistic Easter program with puppet groups, 

and youth of our church. So far we have not given permission, but we pray that permission. In the 

spring begin agricultural work, and the colony is a field where girls grow vegetables for their 

needs.  The chief of the colony came to us asking for help with seeds for planting. Several of our 

vospitannitsam did transfer to the holiday of Passover. They were also very grateful.  

Blessings to you all!  

With love and prayers,  

Lena. 

 

Connecting to Missionary Partner Elena Bulgakov, in 

Ryazan, Russia  

 

 

 

 

BELIEVERS AND HELPING HAND CLASS MEETING ð Monday, March 26, 2012  

 

For the month of March, the Believers and Helping Hand classes moved their meeting date from 

the third Tuesday to join with our Pastoral Staff in the church Café at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, 

March 26, for a review and update of our church progress and plans.  Pastor Ed opened the morn-

ing with prayer, and then asked for comments and concerns from the group regarding our 

churchõs activities and programs.  Following an interesting and informative discussion of ques-

tions and observations from those attending, Pastor Ed and the Pastoral Staff reviewed some of 

the areas of interest and growth of new programs, especially in our youth and young adult 

groups.  As older Christian adults, we believe -and agree that we must learn from and encourage 

each other and allow Christõs Spirit to strengthen and unify us in His love and purpose.    

 

It was a most informative and challenging two hours, and we appreciate and thank our Pastoral 

Staff for their ongoing leadership, time and effort.  

 

Following the discussion time, class members provided lunch, and Pastor Joe offered a prayer for 

the day and the food.  Those enjoying the meeting and lunch included:  Pastor Ed, Pastor Joe, 

Pastor Seth, Pastor Lloyd, Pastor Janelle, and class members Perry and Ann Hunt, Judy Lawson, Ed 

and Pat Baker, Agnes Godfrey, Virginia Whiteman, Betty Miller, Beulah Blackshire, Betty Blair, Vel-

dra Parsons, Mary Burd, and Nancy Barcus.   

 

 

BELIEVERS AND HELPING HAND CLASS MEETING  - April 17, 2012  

 

For their April fellowship, the Believers and Helping Hand Classes met at the Bob Evans Restau-

rant at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17.  Perry Hunt, Believers Class president, led with the open-

ing prayer with thanks for the day and blessing on the meal.  Everyone was pleased to have 

Phyllis McCormick in attendance, as she is recovering from knee surgery.   Phyllis also expressed 

her appreciation to the class and everyone for their prayers and cards.  

 

After an enjoyable meal, and since there was no special agenda for the day, everyone just enjoyed 

a time of visitation and conversation.   This brought forth the sharing of some interesting family 

experiences relating to unexpected and unwelcome house òguests.ó   Information regarding those 

unable to attended was shared, and  Bob Harper of the Helping Hand Class closed with prayer.   

 

Attending were:  Phyllis McCormick, Ginny Whiteman, Bob Harper, Kay Chrislip, Ann Hunt, Perry 

Hunt, Ed Baker, Pat Baker, Veldra Parsons, Betty Blair, Betty Miller, Beulah Blackshire.   

Connecting Through Connection Group  
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